Farewell fo a man of the sea

This I3 [n remembrance to 8 ploneer and
patriot. His name was Edward Ellaberg,
from Denver, with forebears from Czarist
Russin.

He was honor man at the Maval
Academy, class of 1914, and he was &2 far
shead of the Ho. 2 midshlpman that when
a show of temper cost him several hun.
dred demerdts, it was lsughable,

He earned & master's degree at the
Munssnchusetts Institute of Technology
and weat on to win an international repu-
tation as & submarine salvage expert —
the Navy's flrst.

His lirst renl opportundty came in 1825,
when a frelghter rammed and sank the
submaring 5-51 off Elock Island, R.I. He
prevalled upon the Mavy to fry to ralse
her rather than yield her to o civilian ficen,

When he got the asslgnment, under
Capt. Erdest I. King. later fleet admiral,
he decided to learn to dive at the ad-
vaoced age of 34, That way he could
sccompany his men below.

Cn one dive he came cloge to dying
when he fell and wos buried in mud, but
he kept his head and worked clear by
manlpulating his air hosa.

He developed an underwater torch for
the 5-51 and eventually floated the sub
with pontoans.

Ellsberg wrote of the exploit in his first
book, On the Bortom, He wrote 10 more
books over (wo decades, several of them
Boock of the Month Club selections and
best sellers.

In 1028 ho resigned because the world's
navies wers being reduced and he felt his
future as a Navy engineer wos Hmited.
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But & year later, when the S~4 sank off -

Provincetown, Mass, Ellaberg wis back.
He started training naval personnel and
obtalning equipment for future emergen-
cies, which paild off when the Squalus
sank off Portsmouth, M.H., In 18385,

They saved seversl men from the Squa-
lus with a diving bell. If & severe slorm
hada't foreed salvage team members
aghore, they might have saved more. One
of the most polgnant moments came when
they had {o tap that oews to the trapped
men and the answer came back: “We
understand."”

In the late 16305 Ellsberg reslgned again
o write and lecturs about the threat of &
resurgent Germany under the Mazls,

But oo Dec. 7, 1841, he was on & night

traln 10 Washington to wolunteer a third
time, He hoped to go to Pearl Harbor, but
the Navy put him in charge of salvage
operations at Messawas, on the Red Sea,
where the Itallans had scuttled more than
20 ships.

When that job was done — under enor-
mous handlcaps, Including temperatures
that soared to 165 degrees — he went to
England to help plan artlflcial harbors
uilng sunken ships for the Mormandy
[nvaslon,

Ellsberg retired as s rear am'ndrnl to live
on the Malne coast in umemer, the Flarida

coast [n winter.

In October 1947, he helped coordinate
forees flghting the Bar Harbor fire. A3
townspeaple gathered at the dock for
evacuation, a last-minute wind shift
turned the fire and spared tha towm,

In the late 1530s, after the Andrea Dorla
sank, & rubber company hired him tor
develop & plan (o ralse the ship with dirks
gibles. The job lasted all of one day. Ells-
berg studled the problem and said there
was no way this would wark.

He didn't look ke an admical [n his saily
boat, with old clothes and a floppy whites
hat. But at the tiller he was o no-nonsense
skipper, in full commeand of his craft.

At his Meine home — "Windswept —
he made quite & lecturer, gesturing furl-
ously with cne hand, a glass of sherry
bobbling In the other. He was & superh
story teller who enjoyed refighting World
War I or debating current events,

In the mid-1970s he lost his only child, a
daughter, to cancer. Then he Jost hla wife
4 lew weeks after they celebrated thejr
G0th anniversary. In his last years ko was
& lonely man,

Lost summer we missed connections, He
was feellng poorly after an exploratory
operation revealed he had cancer. Two
weaks apo [t claimed him at 92,

He I3 survived by two grandchildren, of
whom he was Immensely proud. He |3
also survived by & nephew, Danlel, of
Pentagon Papers renown, Only once did |
hear him talk about Danlel — briefly

To a man Wha bellaved, ke MacArthur,
in duty, honor and country, it hurt too-
much,



